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 What does the recent loss to 
the South Korean football team 
mean for Greece? The obvious 
answer is that in order for the 
Greek football team to remain in 
the 2010 World Cup, it has to beat 
both Nigeria and Argentina. A task 
that seems impossible to many, 
even among the most fanatical 
Greek supporters. However, many 
supporters continue to believe in 
the unbelievable although all odds 
seem to be against them. That is a 

behavioural trait, evidently common in Greeks, as well as 
many other societies around the globe. A simple insuffi-
ciency in a football match suddenly questions the very 
core of our sense of national pride, which many refer to 
as Hellenism. Is this kind of behavioural characteristic of 
Greeks only or is it rather a constituent of the cultural 
inheritance that we succeed as human beings? 
 
Recent history preaches that leaders like Nelson Mandela 
have had used team sport, rugby, to develop the South 
African public’s sense of belonging to a nation during 
critical times of social division and turmoil. In compari-
son, the same pages of the history tome, teach its most 
noble students a cautionary tale, where leaders like Adolf 
Hitler have manipulated the spirit of sportsmanship and 
use it as propaganda to exhibit their nation’s dominance 
to the World for political reasons. 
 
 Therefore, if thought in a logical manner one might 
ask, how can popular sport competitions like the Olympic 
Games or FIFA World Cup promote peace and equality 
in a war-ridden world society? The very meaning of the 
word “games” implicates a not-for-benefit interaction 
between two groups or more of individuals. Just by tuning 
on the TV or nowadays attending the IMAX 3-D showing 
of the Australia vs. Germany football match, all one can 
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see is a 90-minute struggle to beat the opponent. Even 
worse, as observed in Greece and elsewhere over the 
years, the end of a football game, even a friendly on a 
sunny day, is usually dreaded by some attendees, as it is 
bound to end with violence. 

 Experiences like these raise many difficult ques-
tions, but one of them could be, can the words sport and 
world peace be used in the same sentence? As FIFA’s 
slogan says: “For the Game. For the World”. I ask, is it really? 
 
Thomas Iosifidis 
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NUGAS VIC 
Stacey Mallis: 0434 400 184 

DUGS 
Tina Angelopoulos: 0430 505 490 

MUnGA 
Peter Karakoussis: 0413 845 444 

MHSS 
Jonathan Kasapidis / Angelique Mylonas: 

0408 488 022 / 0430 322 192 
RUSH 

Regine Karantzas: 0425 735 692 
LUGS: 

Natole Jasonides: 0404 653 933 

NUGAS SA 
Konnie Rapassanis: 0449 747 630 

AGUA 
Neoklis Alexandrides: 0414 096 113 

USAHA 
Konnie Rapassanis: 0449 747 630 

NUGAS QLD 
Lex Georgiou: 0401 400 588 

QUT 
Dimitri Nicola: 0438 784 961 

UQ 
Lex Georgiou: 0401 400 588 

HUGS 
Christina Ballas: 0468 659 182 

HYAT 
Kristina Gear: 0400 851 377 

MUGA 
Nick Galanopoulos: 0430 084 789 

SUGS 
Nicoletta Mitsopoulos: 0422 466 950 

UTS 
Dimitri Nicolias: 0425 239 852 

HELLSOC 
Anthony Markakis: 0419 608 408 

NUGAS WA / HUSS 
Alexi Andronis: 0403 498 676 

CUGS 
Alexandra Koroveshi: 0417 983 555 

Hellenic Youth Club ACT 
Alexia Demetriou: 0417232466 
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