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 As having just experienced the Feast of Pascha, having eaten copious amounts of meats and 
flaounes and other delicacies, one must sit back and wonder what it all means to be a young Greek 
Orthodox Christian living in Australia. 
 
 Growing up in this wonderful country many of our Greek-Australian youth have this pre-
conceived idea that “church/ekklisia” is this wonderfully decorated building with candles, incense 
and lots and lots of yeroi (old people), where we attend three times yearly and more if you attend 
baptisms, weddings and funerals. The more you go the more religious you appear to have 
‘become’.  
 
 But having said this, why is it that we are all baptised Greek Orthodox youth and yet have 
no real or healthy relationship with our Church or with God himself?  
 

 Is it that it has become “not-cool” to profess a relationship with God and to proudly state that we are Orthodox 
Christians? To profess a faith in Christ apparently, to fast, pray and confess suggests that you take it all too seriously! But 
is this in fact the bare minimum we ALL should be doing?  
 
 Even in our days the church is reaching out to its youths, especially with the advent of English services for those 
who don’t speak Greek. 
 
 If we look towards our parents and grandparents generations, ‘church’ for them took on a whole different mean-
ing. For them church was a part of the weekly cycle. Sundays and major feast days were dedicated to going to church and 
participating in the very worship of the church. This often meant fasting during the 
week, confession and then followed by communion on Sunday.  
 
 So why don’t we as a body of Greek-Australian Orthodox youth attend 
church often? 
 
 Perhaps it is because we as a generation of young Greeks were never edu-
cated about our faith and Orthodox tradition. Perhaps we could blame it on many 
people, but it seems a great travesty to let our religion slip away into the abyss just 
because we aren’t interested. 
 
 We must not forget that Orthodoxy is a major part of your Greek Identity. 
We have become so passionate about other factors of this idea but Orthodoxy 
takes a back seat. Let us not forget the gift which was given freely to us all. 
Χριστὸς Άνέστη ! 'Αληθώς Άνέστη ! Christ is Risen, Truly He is Risen ! 
 
Dimitri Mavromatis 

Want to write in the next HERMES? 
 

The HERMES is open to any and every young Greek Australian who believes he has something to share! 
Send your submission to hermes@nugas.org.au 

 or call Harry on 0401 937 870 

Did this article get you thinking? Hermes@nugas.org.au 
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NUGAS VIC 
Kerry Matthews: 0413 498 508 

DUGS 
Tina Angelopoulos: 0430 505 490 

MUnGA 
Peter Karakoussis: 0413 845 444 

MHSS 
Jonathan Kasapidis / Angelique Mylonas: 

0408 488 022 / 0430 322 192 
RUSH 

Regine Karantzas: 0425 735 692 
LUGS: 

Natole Jasonides: 0404 653 933 

NUGAS SA 
Konnie Rapassanis: 0449 747 630 

AGUA 
Neoklis Alexandrides: 0414 096 113 

USAHA 
Konnie Rapassanis: 0449 747 630 

NUGAS QLD 
Lex Georgiou: 0401 400 588 

QUT 
Dimitri Nicola: 0438 784 961 

UQ 
Lex Georgiou: 0401 400 588 

HUGS 
Christina Ballas: 0468 659 182 

Combined Universities  
Greek Association NSW 

MUGA 
Nick Galanopoulos: 0430 084 789 

SUGS 
Nick Kala: 0416 083 878 

UTS 
Bill Moraitis: 0405 161 621 

HELLSOC 
Anthony Markakis: 0419 608 408 NUGAS WA / HUSS 

Alexi Andronis: 0403 498 676 
CUGS 

Alexandra Koroveshi: 0417 983 555 Hellenic Youth Club ACT 
Alexia Demetriou: 0417232466 
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