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 I am shocked. Actually, 
scrap that. I am disappointed. 
Why? Let me start from the begin-
ning. 
 
 I arrived in Australia from 
Greece in 2003. Living here was a 
temporary situation fuelled by my 
parents’ passion to explore, learn 
and teach others the Greek lan-
guage. Similarly to most of the 
Greeks in Greece, I, too, felt that 
the Greeks living abroad were 

heroes; they still called themselves Greek and sent their 
kids to Saturday Greek School classes even though in the 
best scenario, they were only second or third generation 
Greeks. 
 
 And then school started. I found that not many 
could speak Greek and that they were barely accustomed 
to the culture that I knew. I couldn’t wait to return to 
Greece and I felt that those around me were so different 
to the heroes who I longed to meet. Through the years 
however, the diffi-
culties of sustaining 
the Greek way of life 
and culture in a fara-
way land caught up 
with me; I started to 
app r e c i a t e  t h e 
Greeks living here. 
 
 And  t h en 
things in Greece 
turned sour. Politics 
and finances took 
over the country and 
I felt that we, the 
G r e e k s  l i v i n g 
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abroad, had to do something. Well you can imagine my 
surprise and disappointment when I read the last few 
Hermes entries addressing the economic crisis in Greece 
and most recently the role of ethnicity. I was fuming 
while reading that people outside of Greece could not be 
asked to help a country which was obviously in need. It is 
not about where you are, it is about the deed of helping. 
How can we call ourselves human, when we don’t show 
any compassion for those in need? But let’s ignore the 
simple deed of helping. How can we call ourselves Greek 
and not actually feel sad and compelled for the country of 
our ancestors? Yes, it is hard to help but we can start by 
educating ourselves on the matter. Learn about what the 
situation is and educate others about it too. Be proud of 
your ancestral roots, not only when you can eat a pita or 
when Greece wins a football competition but when bad 
times come as well. This is when the Greeks in Greece 
need you the most. 
 
 And so you ask, what are the benefits of ethnicity? 
Survival and culture. We are naturally made to feel closer 
to a Greek who we don’t know and we would protect 
them to protect our kind. Traditions and dialects are all 

by-products of eth-
nicity and vice 
versa. Yes, there are 
also negative by-
products such as 
racism but in my 
opinion, is there 
such a thing as a 
positive that does 
not have a negative? 
It is times like these 
that ethnicity can be 
a positive. 
 
 
Athanassia Iosifidou 

Did this article get you thinking? Hermes@nugas.org.au 
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NUGAS VIC 
Stacey Mallis: 0434 400 184 

DUGS 
Tina Angelopoulos: 0430 505 490 

MUnGA 
Peter Karakoussis: 0413 845 444 

MHSS 
Jonathan Kasapidis / Angelique Mylonas: 

0408 488 022 / 0430 322 192 
RUSH 

Regine Karantzas: 0425 735 692 
LUGS: 

Natole Jasonides: 0404 653 933 

NUGAS SA 
Konnie Rapassanis: 0449 747 630 

AGUA 
Neoklis Alexandrides: 0414 096 113 

USAHA 
Konnie Rapassanis: 0449 747 630 

NUGAS QLD 
Lex Georgiou: 0401 400 588 

QUT 
Dimitri Nicola: 0438 784 961 

UQ 
Lex Georgiou: 0401 400 588 

HUGS 
Christina Ballas: 0468 659 182 

HYAT 
Kristina Gear: 0400 851 377 

MUGA 
Nick Galanopoulos: 0430 084 789 

SUGS 
Nicoletta Mitsopoulos: 0422 466 950 

UTS 
Dimitri Nicolias: 0425 239 852 

HELLSOC 
Anthony Markakis: 0419 608 408 

NUGAS WA / HUSS 
Alexi Andronis: 0403 498 676 

CUGS 
Alexandra Koroveshi: 0417 983 555 

Hellenic Youth Club ACT 
Alexia Demetriou: 0417232466 
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