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What’s the point of ethnicity? Seri-
ous question: what’s the point?

I appreciate I'm asking this ques-

tion to a group of university stu-

% dents who believe they have a con-

nection because they have some

s (albeit distant) genetic connection

with each other. Some will say that

genetics isn't the most important

thing and it’s simply about having

l the same language and traditions

r“\l--— (that are blindly passed on from

one generation to the next). But I ask you again, what is
the point of ethnicity?

It may be that this is simply the kind of Greeks I've been

exposed to, but if I asked a Greek person who he or she

felt closer to - a random Greek distant cousin from South

Africa, England or America, or the neighbour two doors

down who he’d never met but knew was not Greek, they
would say the random Greek! This is absurd!

The worst of it is, it’s self perpetuating. Let’s say I am the
Greek from the previous example with the random Greek
distant cousin. If I meet this cousin, and we both have the
attitude that we have some connection because of a dis-
tant ethnic blood relationship, we will instantly act closer
to each other. We are more likely to put aside our differ-
ences and focus on our similarities, and odds are we will
get along very well, despite our individual characters.
While this may sound like a good thing at first, let’s look
at the other side. Say I am this same Greek, but this time I
meet my neighbour from two doors down who is not
Greek. Provided we share the same view (that we are not
connected because of our differing ethnicity) we are more
likely to distance ourselves, focusing on our differences
and putting aside our similarities.

I am Greek by blood, but the truth is my life would be
identical if I was French, Fijian, or Finnish. In other
words, I do not blindly follow strange nuances (traditions
I believe they call them) and automatically think more of
people who happen to be of my bloodline. In fact it is
easy to extrapolate from the above example that ethnicity
is a major factor in disputes between people, and ulti-
mately war. It would have been difficult for Hitler to per-
secute people from Israel, if there was no distinction be-
tween Germans and Israelis.

In conclusion, I do not call myself Greek, and I believe
that this world would be a better place if no one called
themselves Greek, German, Gambian or Guatemalan, but
rather called themselves human! Furthermore I challenge
anyone to disagree with me; to bring even one positive
point about ethnicity which does not have a plethora of
negative consequences.

Jim Pappas

Did this article get you thinking? Hermes@nugas.org.au
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